The Execution of Monmouth
met King James at St Germain, and the King called him up
and asked whether such a thing had happened, and when
Scott told him the whole affair in detail the King said,
" Colonel Scott, as I am a living man, I never saw that letter,
nor did I ever hear of it till within these few days."
Sunderland would not, of course, have hesitated to keep
back such a letter from the King, but he was then so necessary
to His Majesty that no charge of treachery from a desperate
man eager to save his life would have had much effect on
James's mind. Such a thing may have happened, but at best
it is an old soldier's yarn told to a youngster fifty years after
the event. In any case James was resolved that Monmouth
should die, and had told him to prepare for death on
Wednesday, James had certainly the gift of decision, with
the not unusual corollary of obstinacy that prevented him
from revoking a command, however reasonable the grounds
of appeal.
Now when it was absolutely clear to the unhappy prisoner
that no petition or entreaty could possibly prolong his life,
Monmouth seems to have behaved with considerable dignity
and good sense. He had interviews with his wife and
children, and made it clear to Lord Clarendon, who brought
the Duchess to the Tower, that he had no complaint to
make of her conduct towards him, and that she had always
warned him against his political adventures, of which she
.disapproved. In a last farewell to his children, who were
brought to him on Wednesday morning by Turner, the
Bishop of Ely, he is said to have shown " much composure
of mind, exhibiting nothing of weakness or unmanliness."
He had already signed a paper renouncing his claim to the
Crown, and admitting that " the late King told me he was.
never married to my mother. Having obtained this, I hope
the King, who is now, will not let my children suffer on my
account." This paper he handed to the Sheriff on the scaffold.
At ten o'clock on the morning of Wednesday, July 15th, he
was summoned by the Lieutenant of the Tower to accompany